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ler, who was always up at work, whiſtling 


* 
— 


. eee 43-43-4344 
The E. aon of the King and Cobler. 
PART I 8 
4454 

970001 onA F. 4. 


A . 23 


Or King Neue the VIIIs! Metbod of eiing the City | 


Walch; and of his becoming N with a 
Merry Cobler, 


T was the cuſtom. of King Henry VIII. to 

walk late in the night into the city dif- 

guiſed, to obſerve how the conſlables and 
watch performed their duty; ; not only in 


guarding the city gates; but alſo Alligently | 


watching the inner part of the city, that they 

might prevent thoſe dangers and caſualties 
that often happen to great and populous cities 
in the night time. This he did oftentimes | 
without the leaſt diſcovery who be was, re- 
turning home to Whitehall early 
morning. Now in his return home through” 
the Strand, be took notice of à certain Cob- 


and ſinging every morning; ſo he reſolved 


to ſee him in order for nie he immedi- 


in the | 


ately knocks off the heel of his ſhoe, by hit- 
ting the ſame againſt the ſtones. 
one, he bounced againſt t the ſtall, — Who 
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is there? cries the Cobler. 


Here is one 
faid the King. With that the Cobler opened 


Iche door, and the King aſked him if he 


could ſet on his heel; Yes, that I can, ſays. 
the Cobler, ſo fit thee down, and I will do 
it ſtraihgt. The Cobler laid nis awls and old 


4 ſhoes aſide, to make room for the King to 


ſit by him, who was hardly 
laughing at the Cobler's kindnefs ; 
| ed him if there was not a houſe near where 
they fold a cup of good ale, and the people 


| over the way, 


| thee it will not come. off in haſte. 
well, ſaid the King, what muſt you have for 5 
your pains, A couple of pence, ſaid the Cob- 


merry fellow, bere is a teaſter for y 


able to forbear 


up? Yes, laid the Cobler, there is an inn 
. where I think the folks are. 
up, for the carriages go from hence early 
each morning. With that the King bor- 


rowed an old ſhoe of the Cobler and went 
over to the inn, deſiring him to bring his 


ſhoe over there as ſoon as he had done it.— 


| The Cobler promiſed him that he would. 
| So making as mneb: halle as he could, 


he 


carried it over to the King, ſaying, honeſt 
blade, here's thy ſhoe again, III warrant 


Very 


ler. Well, ſaid the King, thou art an honeſt 
ou; 


come ſit down by me and I will drink to 


you: Here is a good health to the King. | 
| With all my heart, ſaid the Cobler, Twill 
pledge thee were it in water. 


5o tlie Cobler iy 


and aſk - 


T ET 1 
fat down by the King, was very merry, and 
drank of his liquor free. He alſo ſung ſome 
of his pretty ſongs and catehes, at which the 
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King laughed heartily, and was very plea. 
fant and jocund with the Cobler, telling 
him withal, his name was Harry Tudor, and 
that he belonged to the court: and if he 
would come and ſee him there, he wcnld 
make him very welcome, becauſe he was 
Tuch a merry companion; aud charged him 
to come, and not forget his name, and- aſk 
any one for him about the court, and they 
would bring bim to him; for ſaid the King, 


8 5 1 
Jam well INE there. As the Cobler 
little dreamed that it was the King that ſpoke 
to him, much leſs that the King's name was 
Harry Tudor. Then with a great deal of 
confidence he ſtands up, and pulls of his hat 
and makes the King many thanks; telling 
him that be was one of the honeſteſt fellows 
he had ever met with in all his iife time; 
and though! he had never been at court, yet 
it ſnould hot be long before he would make 


and 
me 
the 


he had, would have taken leave of his Cob- 
ler: but he taking him by the hand, ſaid, 
By my faith you [hall not go yet, you ſhali 
firft go and ſee my poor habitation ; I have 
there a tub of good brown ale never tapped 
yet, and you wut needs go taſte it; for 
thou art the honeſteſt blade I ever met with, 


Bll my heart. 
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a holiday to come and ſee him. Whereupon | 
the King diſcharged the reckoning for what 


and I love an honeſt merry companion with 
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The Cobler's Preparation tn g0 to Court, and the 1 
his Wife took to ſet him ef to the beſt orange, 


that if any one enquired for him by the 
name of Harry Tudor, the perſon ſhould 
be immediately brought before him without 
further examination. - Now the Cobler 


thought every day a month until be had 
been at court to ſee his new acquaintance and 
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OW 35 ſoon as the King came home, 


he was much troubled how he miglit get leave 


of his wife Joan; for he could not go with- 
out her knowledge, by reaſon he reſolved to 
make himſelf as fine as ever he could, and 
as his wife Joan always kept his holiday 


cloaths; ſo one evening as they ſat at ſup+ .- 
per, ſhe being in a good humour, he began 


to lay open his mind to her, and ſhewed her 


the manner of the acquaintance, that he was 


indeed the moſt honeſt man he had ever met 


with, Huſband, ſaid (he, becauſe you have 


been ſo ge nereus to tell me the truth, I will 


give you leave to make a holiday, You 
ihall go to cout as fine as [ can make you, — 
So it was agreed that he might go the next 


day: enen Joan aroſe betime the 


he ſevt his orders about the court, 


next 


and 
ſhe 
mad 
face 
her 
{he 
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he came to the room where the King was, 


„ 
next morning to bruſh her huſband's cloaths, 
and to make him look as ſnug as might be, 
ſhe waſhed and iroued the laced band, and 
made his ſhoes to ſhine that he might ſee his 


face inthem. Having done this, ſhe made 
her huſband ariſe and put off his ſhirt then 


ſhe aiforwaſhed him in warm water, and put 


a clean one on. Aſterwards the dreſſed him 
in bis beſt he aud bipned bis lage End 
in Prin. ; 7 
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Tbe Cotter deere, N ih eg Ns pner 4 
his Behaviour betore the King Ar 


T's cobler being thus 8 Arutted 
through the ſtreets like a crow in 2 
gutter, Mining: himſelf as fine ds the beſt of 
them all. In this manner he came to court, 

ſlar ing at this body and on that body, ' as he 
walked up and down,” and knowing no one 


to aſk for, except Hay Tudor, at laſt he 


eſpied one as he thought in the habit of a 


ſervant man; to him he made his addreſſes, 


ſaying, do you hear honeſt fellow, do you 


know one Harry Tudor, who belongs to the 


court ? Yes, ſaid the man, follow me, and 
I will bring you to him. So going forward 


1 


E204 
accompanied with many of his nobles — 
As ſoon as the ſervant man had put by the 


arras, he ſpike aloud, faying, may it pleaſe 


vour Majeſty, here is one enquires . for 


Harry Tudor. _ Gobigr e this 
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thought he had committed uo [eſs than. tre 
ſon, therefore he up with his heels, and ran 


away for it. But the Cobler being unac- 
quainted' with the ſeveral turnings and 
rooms through which he came, was ſoon 
overtaken and brought before the King, 
whom the Cobler very little thong to be 


the perſon le enquired after; therefore he 
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fell on his knees, ſaving may it pleaſe your 
Grace I am a poor, Cobler, and enquired. for 
one Harry Tudor, who is a very honeſt fel- 
low: I mended the heel of his ſhee pot long 
ago, for which he paid me nobly, and gave 

me two pots to ot; but I had him after= 
wards.10, my own cellar, where we drank a 
cup of. nappy ale, aud were very merry till 
my wife 2 n began tg wake, which put an 


end to our merriment for chat time. et 1 
told him that I ſurely would be at court to 
ſee him as ſoon as T conveniently cold; --— 


Well,  faid the King; riſe up, and be not 
afraid. look well about you, perad venture 
you way find. ahr fellow in this company. 
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1 144 
So the Cobler aroſe, and looked wilhſully 
upon the King and his nobles, but to no 
purpoſe for altbough he thought he ſaw ſome. 
thing in the King's face which he had ſeen 
before, vet he could not imagine him to be The 
the Harry Tudor, the heel of whoſe ſhoe he 
mended, and who had been fo merry with 
him at the inn, and in his own cellar, Hs 
therefore told the King, he did not expect to 
find Harry Tudor among ſuch fine folks as 
he ſaw there; but the perſon that he looked 
for was a plain, honeſt, true-hearted fellow; 
adding withal, he was ſure that if Harry 5 
Tudor did but know that he was come to!“ 
court he would make him welcome, —At |" 
which the King laughed and ordered the I!“ 


Cobler into his cellar to drink the King's 0 
health, . g 


ſally 
no 
me. 
ſeen 


o be 
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CHAP, v. 


The Cobler's Entertainment in the King's cellar; 
where he met his old friend Harry Tudor; and of 
bis diſcovering him to be the King. 


ee had not been long in the 
cellar before the King came to him 
in the ſame habit he had on when the Cob- 
Jer mended his ſhoe; whereupon 'the 
Cobler knew him, and ran and embraced 
him, ſaying, honeſt Harry, I have made 
an holiday on purpoſe to come and ſee 
you, but I had much ado to get leave of 
my wiſe Joan, who was Joth I ſhould loſe 
ſo much time from my work; but I was 


reſolved to ſee you, therefore I made my- 


ſelf as fine as I could, But I'll tell you 
Harry, when I came to court I was in a 
peck of troubles how to find you out, 


but at laſt met with a man, who told me 


he kiew you very well, and that he would 
bring me to you, when inſtead of doing ſo, 
he brought me before the King, which 
has almoſt frighted me to death. But in 
good faith, continues the Cobler, I am 
reſolved to be merry with you ſince 1 have 


the good fortune to meet with you at laſt. 


Aye, ſo you ſhalt replies the King, we will 
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be as merry as princes.” With that Hef} i 
called for a large glaſs of wine, and} 
drank to the Cobler and the King's good 
health. God have mercy, honeſt Harry, | 
1 will pledge thee with all my heart, —{| 
Now after the Cobler had drank about 
four or five good healths, he began to be 
merry, and fell to ſinging his old ſongs 
and catches, the which pleaſed the King 
very much, and made bim laugh moſt 
heartily; when on a ſadden many of the 
nobles came into the cellar, extraordinary 
rich in apparel, who ſtood bare to Harry 
Tudor, which put the Cobler in great 
amazement at firſt, but recovering bim- 
ſelf he looked more earneſtly upon Harry 
Tudor, he preſently knew him to be the 
King that he had ſeen in the preſence 
chamber. He theretore immediately fe]] 
on his knees ſaying, May it pleaſe your 
Majeſty, I am a poor Cobler, and mean 
no harm. No, no, ſaid the King, nor 
ſhall receive none here, he commanded 
him therefore to riſe up; and be as merry 
as he was before; and though he knew he 
was the King, yet to uſe the fams freedom 
with him as. he did when he mended his 


ſhoe. 
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* 00 The Cobler 5 Song i in the Ring $ Cellar, 182 
00 | CO. let us drink the other pot, 
ry, Our forrow to confound, 

— We'l laugh and ſing before the king, 

227 So let his health g0 round. | 
Zut 
be F or Fare bold as bold may be, 

No Cobler e'er was ruder, 

188 50 then good fellow, here's to thee, 
ng Remember Harry Tudor. 
olt When I'm at work within my tall, 
he Ubon him I ſhall think, 
ry „His tindneſs I to mind win call, 
ry Whene'er 1 cat or drink. 
E His tiodneſk to me was fo oreat, 
N- The bke was never known, 

H's zindnefs 1 will ſtill repeat, 

17 And fo ſhall my wife Joan. 
he 1 
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Ot the Cobler's Promotion, and of his becoming a 
I Courtier, 


OW the King conſidered the pleaſant 
N humours of the Cobler, how inno- 
m [cently merry he was, and free from any 
ls [deſigns : and that he was a perſon who 
laboured very hard, and took a great deal 
of pains for a ſmall livelibcod, was pieaſed 
| out of his princely grace and favour, to 


| 


8 mw . ear, hoe the benen 1 u zpport of his Joly 


©*2 Hamours, and the maintenance of himſelf] 


and his wife Joan: and that he ſhbuld be 
5 SS mitted; one of ihe courtiers, and havel 
the freedom of his gellar when ever he 
He Nenn, „ 
F ; This being ſo nj 4 bey ondhis expec . | 
i tations, . highly elevated 56 Cobler's hu-Y 
1 mours, much to the ſatisfaction of the. 
0 EkKEing. So aſter ſome egs 2 and ſcrapes, be 1 
| returned home, WM. EM 
| 7 
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ow him a liberal annuity of forty mark 


ear, forthe better ſupport of his jolly 
Wee" =hnmours, and. the maintenance of himſelf 


„and his wife Joan: atid that he ſhpüld be 
| dAmitied, one of ihe courtiers, and * 
the freedom of his cellar when ever 
| Nene ne 6 

This being ſo nawel bey ond; is exp 
rations, . highly elevated 58 Cobler's hy 
waurs, much to the ſatisfaction of the 


King. So after ſomeTegs and ſcrapes, h 
returned „c TON 7 TH 
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